Two Poems by Mark Statman

written over the page

as though the space
the poem

takes

above the page

is still

the page

occupying

two places at once
physically impossible
but happening

the words

what they mean
sparrow is sparrow
hawk is hawk

the blue sky

a filtered version
of the universe
the day

is pale blue sky
morning, darkly
night



European Starlings

come over
from Europe

to be

in Prospect Park

maybe from

the Tuileries

the Jardin de Luxemburg
or from high

above Rome

where the Garibaldini
watch

or from Lorca’s grave
from where Lorca watches

the starlings hop and
pigeon-walk

along the ground
their heads

dive down

feeding and feeding
from foreign earth
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